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Get ready for a crash course in effective communication. More than just a book on how to Â³do

talks,Â² Speaking to Teenagers combines the experience and wisdom of two veteran youth ministry

speakers, along with insightful research and practical tools, to help you develop messages that

engage students with the love of Christ and the power of his Word. Whether youÂ¹re crafting a

five-minute devotional or a 30-minute sermon, Speaking to Teenagers is essential to understanding

and preparing great messages. Together, Doug Fields and Duffy Robbins show you how they craft

their own messages and give you the tools to do it yourself. TheyÂ¹ll guide you, step-by-step,

through the process of preparing and delivering meaningful messages that effectively communicate

to your students. Fields and Robbins walk you through three dimensions of a messageâ€¹the

speaker, the listener, and the message itselfâ€¹and introduce you to the concept and principles of

inductive communication. YouÂ¹ll also get helpful tips on finding illustrations for your talk and using

them for maximum impact, as well as insights on reading your audience and effective body

language. As Speaking to Teenagers guides you toward becoming a more effective communicator,

youÂ¹ll find that this bookÂ¹s practical principles will positively impact the way you view, treat, and

communicate to teenagers.
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Speaking in front of children is scary, even though they are fairly forgiving. Speaking in front of

adults is nerve-racking, especially if most of them are older than you. But, speaking in front of

teenagers is worse. It is like swimming with sharks, while you are covered with blood and have



pieces of meat attached to your feet. At least that is how some people feel about the idea of

speaking to teens. But thanks to Doug Fields and Duffy Robbins (and their book "Speaking to

Teenagers: How to think about, create, and deliver effective messages") you do not have to feel this

way any longer.Fields and Robbins combine their many years of experience with a large collection

of research to provide a valuable resource to any adult wanting to communicate effectively with

teens. This book is filled with humor, graphs, pictures of bridges, insight, real-life experience, and

tips. Though the book flows from start to finish, it is possible to find the chapter dealing with an area

of speaking where you need help and find the assistance you need to improve.The first section

covers the thinking part of the message preparation. This includes some great information on what

needs to go into an effective message (like how to build the bridge from you to the students you

want to reach). Although this step in message preparation might seem optional - Fields and Robbins

build a convincing argument to its importance. The second section focuses on how to create a

message that STICKs. Here you'll learn the importance of Study, Thinking, Illustrating, Constructing,

and Keeping focused. Finally, the last three chapters discuss how to deliver an effective message

(everything from your vocal pitch and hand gestures to the set-up of the room in which you will be

speaking).
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